RESOURCES & ACTIVITIES

These activities are inspired by a beautiful Chinese traditional folktale as well as objects

from the Museum collection. Please contact us by emailing learning@meaa.org.uk if you

have any questions or want to send us pictures of your work.

Disclaimer: This document contains links to YouTube videos and external website links selected by the Museum team. The
Museum of East Asian Art is not responsible for the content, accessibility, or privacy policies of external websites. The
inclusion of a link to an external website from our website or downloadable materials does not entail an endorsement of that
website, its owners, products or services. We also advise to have the necessary parental controls in place.

Find links in green

Which regions are in East and South East Asia? Look inside the circle!
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The Chinese are known for making amazing art, and one of the most popular types of object are
porcelain ‘pots’, also known as china. Porcelain is made using a very special technique, in which
ceramics are fired at a very high temperature (between 1200 °C - 1400 °C), which was first
discovered by the Chinese. Like glass, porcelain is extremely hard and watertight, but also very
delicate.

It took a long time for the Chinese to perfect this technnique, but it is believed that porcelain as
we know it was developed during the Han Dynasty, 2000 years ago! Around 400 years ago,
Chinese porcelain became so popular that people from around the world started ordering pots,
plates, and other porcelain objects. This meant that people from Europe and other far-flung

continents had the opportunity to understand Chinese art and culture through its ceramics.

Watch, Read & Answer
The Empty Pot’ by Demi - ‘Storyline Online” Video (with Rami Malek)

A different version of “The Empty Pot’ story to read
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9K-sAKdk2Y&vl=en
https://www.storiestogrowby.org/story/early-reader-empty-pot-short-story-kids/
https://www.storiestogrowby.org/story/early-reader-empty-pot-short-story-kids/

Explore

Our collection has many interesting examples of Chinese ceramics such as vases,

plates, pots, and so much more. Do you want to see them? Click here to explore our

collection.

What do you think this object
was used for? Click on the image

to learn more.

With its distinctive blue and white colouring, the
high-quality Chinese porcelain made during the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) became famous around
the world. Nowadays Ming porcelain is so valuable
than a single pot can be sold for millions of pounds!
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http://collections.meaa.org.uk/quick-search?q=chinese%20ceramics&WINID=1589454896108
http://collections.meaa.org.uk/view-item?key=SXsiUCI6eyJ2YWx1ZSI6IkJBVEVBIDIwNiIsIm9wZXJhdG9yIjoxLCJmdXp6eVByZWZpeExlbmd0aCI6MywiZnV6enlNaW5TaW1pbGFyaXR5IjowLjUsIm1heFN1Z2dlc3Rpb25zIjo1LCJhbHdheXNTdWdnZXN0IjpudWxsfX0&pg=2&WINID=1589898658316#iEAhe12zmxUAAAFyLVJahw/1371
http://collections.meaa.org.uk/view-item?key=SXsiUCI6eyJ2YWx1ZSI6Im1pbmcgcG90Iiwib3BlcmF0b3IiOjEsImZ1enp5UHJlZml4TGVuZ3RoIjozLCJmdXp6eU1pblNpbWlsYXJpdHkiOjAuNSwibWF4U3VnZ2VzdGlvbnMiOjUsImFsd2F5c1N1Z2dlc3QiOm51bGx9fQ&pg=16&WINID=1589902520889#iEAhe12zmxUAAAFyLVJahw/938
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In China and other East Asian regions, flowers and plants are very important, and

often have meanings which go beyond their beauty. Here are a couple of examples:

Peonies, known as ‘The King of Flowers’, are
one of the most popular patterns found in East
Asian art. They represent royalty, goodness and

riches!

The Lotus, representing purity and goodness, is also a very
important plant in East Asian art.




Design

Explore the beautiful flower patterns in our collection here and

design your own Chinese garden by adding your own flowers

and plants to the empty pots.
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http://collections.meaa.org.uk/quick-search?q=china%20flowers&WINID=1589460541189

