APRIL RESOURCES & ACTIVITIES

These activities have been selected to enjoy the springtime while learning about
Japan - and other East Asian regions - and the Museum collection. Please do

not hesitate to contact us by emailing learning@meaa.org.uk if you have any

questions or you want to send us pictures of your work.

Disclaimer: This document contains links to YouTube videos and external website links selected by the Museum
team. The Museum of East Asian Art is not responsible for the content, accessibility, or privacy policies of external
websites. The inclusion of a link to an external website from our website or downloadable materials does not entail
an endorsement of that website, its owners, products or services. We also advise to have the necessary parental

controls in place. Find links in green

Which regions are in East and South East Asia? Look inside the circle!

ASIA MAP WITH COUNTRIES

RUSSIA

GEORGIA

CYPRUS
KAZAKHSTAN MONGOLIA

ISRAEL UZBEKISTAN
TURKMENISTAN KYRGYZSTAN

JORDAN~"

PAKISTAN Q TAIWAN

NEPAE
L ILIPPINES

BTHAILAND ‘*
¥ CAMBODIA &
" ‘

BRUNEI
- ~
INDONESIA ,,/-

o ‘SRI LANKA MALAVSIA

« MALDIVES

designed by '@ freepik.com

B EAST

3 | ASIAN ART



mailto:learning@meaa.org.uk

In Japan during springtime a famous festival called Hanami takes place. Hanami
can be translated as flower viewing because from March until May Japanese
people go to parks with their family and friends and gather under trees in
bloom. They especially enjoy the Cherry blossoms (Sakura), but also Plum
(Ume) and Peach (Momo) trees. In Korea and China they also celebrate the
blossoming of trees with festivals such as the Yeouido Spring Festival or the

Wuhan University Cherry Flower Festival.
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Read and be Inspired

Read about the Hanami Festival on this link and have fun with the activities and

challenges.

Challenge: Can you look at these flowers and guess which
one is a plum, a peach or a cherry blossom? Click here and
you will access information that will help you to find the

right answer. Make sure grownups are around to help. See
results at the end of this document.



https://kids.kiddle.co/Hanami
https://heavenlykaoru.wordpress.com/2017/02/25/sakura-peach-and-plum-what-is-the-difference/

Write and Explore

Japanese - and also Chinese - characters are formed by strokes combined in different

ways. Characters are written following the same order - left to right and top to bottom

Challenge: Can you try to write the name
of these flowers in kanji (Japanese
characters)? Click on the characters in
green and you will access instructions on

how to write them.

If you can print at home, download a blank
character writing template , perfect to

practice kanji writing.

Explore: Click on the image and discover
this and other objects from our collections
with flowers. You will see they are not only
Japanese. This plate, for instance, was

o5 - 4‘: made in China.
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https://jisho.org/search/%23kanji%20%E6%A1%9C
https://jisho.org/search/%23kanji%20%E6%A1%83
https://jisho.org/search/%23kanji%20%E6%A2%85
http://collections.meaa.org.uk/quick-search?q=flowers&WINID=1587049318336
http://japanese-lesson.com/resources/pdf/characters/blank_writing_practice_sheet.pdf

Write

A haiku, like the example below, is a type of very short traditional poem.
|t consists of three sentences of around 17 syllables.

“What a strange thing!
to be alive
beneath cherry blossoms.”

— Kobayashi Issa, Poems

Traditionally they are observations of scenes based on nature and/or

seasons written in a simple and beautiful way. See more examples of haiku
here.

Challenge: Can you write a haiku?

Write your own haiku inspired by the landscape
on this Japanese bowl from our collection. Click
on the image to see a bigger version of this
picture. The flowers are peonies and the animal is

a legendary creature called Shisa or Komainu.
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https://www.poemhunter.com/i/ebooks/pdf/kobayashi_issa_2004_9.pdf
https://experiencecherryblossoms.wordpress.com/category/haiku/
http://collections.meaa.org.uk/view-item?key=SnsiUCI6eyJpdGVtaWQiOjI1OCwicGVyY2VudFRlcm1zVG9NYXRjaCI6IjAuNiIsIm1heFF1ZXJ5VGVybXMiOiIyMCIsIm1pbkRvY0ZyZXEiOiIxIiwibWluVGVybUZyZXEiOiIxIn19&pg=4&WINID=1587124240353#0A97Myi_5q4AAAFxg4Ke4Q/1719

Watch
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDy4ciwgLTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3svHxBS5p6o

Make

Try the ancient art of Japanese folding paper, known as origami, to make
your trees and blossoms. To do this at home use a thin and square piece

of coloured paper, a 15cmx15cm size is the standard.

Tree (Easy)
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Cherry Tree (Intermediate)
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https://en.origami-club.com/flowers/sakura2/index.html

Plum Tree (Intermediate)

*Make a Plum blossoms with 1/4 size origami paper
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https://en.origami-club.com/flowers/plum/index.html

Activity

During Hanami some people like wearing their best kimonos, often
showing beautiful flower designs and other spring-like patterns. Look at
the kimonos in these pictures, explore the designs in objects from

and use them to create your own kimono pattern design by

colouring the template on the next page.
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http://collections.meaa.org.uk/quick-search?q=japan&WINID=1587132733631
http://collections.meaa.org.uk/quick-search?q=japan&WINID=1587132733631
https://unsplash.com/photos/txgiC79ryVM

Icon made by Freepik on www.flaticon.com

THE MUSEUM OF

BEAST

ASIAN ART




Answer Sheet

Cherry Blossom

Peach Blossom
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